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GENEALOGY. 



THE ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS OP JOHN ROLFE WITH 
NOTICES OF SOME CONNECTED FAMILIES. 

(Continued) 

BOLLING-GAY-ELDRIDGE. 

5. Elizabeth 3 Bolling, bom 1709 (?), died about 1766, married Dr. 
William Gay (who died about 1749) , of Henrico and Chesterfield Counties. 

Dr. William Gay, also styled in the records of Henrico County, Major 
William Gay, was a justice of Henrico in 1737 and sheriff of that county 
in 1745, and was a justice of Chesterfield at its formation in 1749. By 
his will, dated March 1st, 1749, and proved in Chesterfield (by a very 
annoying exception to the custom of all other counties, the probate is not 
entered at the foot of the will in the old Chesterfield will books, and can 
only be found from the order books) he left his lands in Chesterfield and 
Cumberland and all his estate to his wife Elizabeth. 

The will of Mrs. Elizabeth Gay was dated July 24, 1766, and proved in 
Chesterfield. Her legatees were her daughters Betty Boiling and Mary 
Buchanan, sons-in-law Thomas Bolling and Neill Buchanan; son John, 
to whom she gave land in Chesterfield called Auburn Chace, and soa 
William, to whom she gave land in Cumberland County. 

Issue: 34. John 4 , who is not named in the "Descendants of Poca- 
hontas"; 35. William*, married (I), Frances Trent (II), Judith 
Scott, 36. Elizabeth married Thos. Bolling, of "Cobbs"; 37. 
Mary, married Neill Buchanan, of "Ettrick Banks," Chesterfield. 

For their descendants see "Descendants of Pocahontas." 

6. Martha 4 Bolling, born 1713, died October 23, 1749, married in 

1727 (according to Robertson Thomas Eldridge, who was born 

and died Dec. 11, 1754. He married (II) Elizabeth, daughter of Howell 
Jones of Surry County. 

The first of the Eldridge family from whom descent can be traced 
was "Mr. Thomas Eldridge," who in 1709 was practicing law in Henrico 
and in 1716 was deputy clerk of that county. He married Judith, daugh- 
ter of Richard Kennon, of "Conjurer's Neck." In June, 1711, Thomas and 
Judith Eldridge were witnesses to a deed from William Kennon to his 
brother Richard Kennon (Jr.); and in the same year William Kennon 
deeded to Thomas Eldridge a tract of land in Henrico (now Chesterfield) 
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called Roxdale, containing 675 acres. Thomas Eldridge Sr. afterwards re- 
moved to Surry County where he died in 1741. His will dated Aug. 17, 
1739, and proved in Surry May 20, 1741, he gave his wife Judith, for her 
life, the plantation he lived on, and at her death to his son William, 
Jr. etc., etc. To son Thomas certain lands, all his law-books, a silver 
tankard and a dozen silver spoons. Legacies to daughters Judith, Mary, 
Ann and Martha. To son Richard all the land called Roxdale in Hen 
rico. Legacies to grandchildren Thomas and Jane Eldridge. 

The son Thomas Eldridge, who married Martha Boiling, was also a 
lawyer and qualified to practice in Amelia County in 1737. In 1745 he 
was appointed a justice of Prince George County, where he died. 

As the will of Thomas Eldridge (Jr. ) , if he made one, has been destroyed 
with many of the Prince George records, there is some unceitainty as to 
the exact number of his children. A record granted by Alexander Brown 
in the Richmond Standard (apparently from a family Bible) gives the 
date of birth of only John, Mary, Judith, and Rolfe — between 1741 and 
1745. A marriage bond in Sussex June 9, 1762, is for George Rives, and 
"Sarah daughter of Thomas Eldridge." The account of the Eldridge 
family in the William and Mary Quarterly XX, 204-207, has also Martha, 
born Oct. 23, 1749, but as will be shown later this date is impossible. 
In the Richmond Standard, Vol. II, No. 36, is a communication from St. 
Louis, signed "W.", who is evidently drawing from some contemporary 
family record. "W." states that Thomas and Martha (Boiling) Eld- 
ridge had a daughter Martha, who married in August 1748, John Harris 
of Surry County, and had issue: 1. Pamela born June 11, 1749, married 
March 29, 1768, Rev. Christopher M'Rae; 2. Anne Kennon born April 6, 
1758; 3. Eldridge born May 19, 1764. Pamela (Harris) McRae could not 
have been born in 1749 as her mother was born the same year, nor could 
Mrs. McRae have been married in 1768 if her mother was born in 1749. So 
the date given in the Wm. & Mary genealogy for Martha Eldridge's birth 
must be wrong. Nor would the date of Pamela Harris's birth suit for 
her mother to have been one of a family of children born about 1741-45. 

The will of John Harris was dated Dec. 26, 1770, and proved in Surry 
March 19, 1771. He desired to be buried by his wife and parents. To 
daughter Pamela McRae, two negroes. Legacies to son Richard Harris, 
daughter Mary Harris, daughter Anne Kennon Harris (who was deaf), 
and sons Kennon and Eldridge Harris. Commits his daughter Ann 
Kennon to the care of Rev. Christopher McRae and his wife. Directs 
his lands at Ware Neck and Foster's to be sold and the proceeds divided 
between his three sons. Rest of estate between his children. Ap- 
points his particular friends Rev. Christopher McRae, rector of South- 
wash Parish, Michael Nicholson of Surry and William Eldridge of Surry 
executors. 

It will be noticed that the name Kennon (that of the wife of Thomas 
Eldridge Sr.) appears twice among his children; but neither Boiling nor 
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Rolfe. William Eldridge, one of the executors, was a son of Thomas 
Eldredge Sr. 

These circumstances (dates, etc) might make it possible that Martha 
(Eldridge) Harris was not a daughter of Thomas and Martha (Boiling) 
Eldridge, but was the daughter Martha named in the will of Thos. Eld- 
ridge Sr. 

All the genealogies however state that she was a daughter of Thomas 
and Martha (Boiling) Eldridge. If Robertson dates are correct Martha 
Boiling was only 14 when she married Thos. Eldridge. If married in 1727 
Martha Eldridge was one of her older childien she might have been 
born about 1729, and could have been the mother of Martha (Eldridge) 
Harris who was bom in 1749. Until decisive proof to the contrary is 
obtained it will be assumed that the generally accepted account is 
correct. 

Issue of Thomas and Martha 4 (Boiling) Eldridge: 38. Martha married 
John Harris, of Surry County; 39. Sarah, married, in 1762, George Rives, 
of Sussex County; 40. John 5 , bom April 22d 1741; 41. Mary (twin) 
born March 11, 1743, married Thomas Branch; 42. Judith (twin) born 
March 11, 1743, married James Ferguson; 43. Rolfe 6 , of "Subpoena," 
Buckingham County, bom Dec. 29, 1745, died 1806, Clerk of Bucking- 
ham 1770-1806, married Sarah Everard Walker; 44. Jane. 

For their descendants see Robertson's "Descendants of Pocahontas," 
and genealogy of Eldridge family in William and Mary Quarterly, XX, 
204-207, 301 , 302. No genealogy of the McRae f amfly has been published. 
(To be Continued) 



DESCENDANTS OF TWO JOHN WASHINGTONS. 



(Concluded) 



The descendants of John Washington, second son of the emigrant John 
Washington, have now been traced as fully as accessible data will admit, 
and the descendants of John, only son of the emigrant Lawrence Washing- 
ton, will next be taken up. The destruction of a large part of the records 
of Stafford County and the loss of the first King George County will-book 
have made a number of important documents inaccessible; but the Con- 
v/ay-Ashton account refers particularly to this branch of the family, and 
the register of St. Paul's parish, together with the King George and 
Westmoreland records and information from other sources makes it 
possible to prepare quite a full and authentic .genealogy. In this, as in 
the account of the other branch of the family already printed there 
must be many omissions, especially in later generations. We shall 
be glad to have additions or corrections. 



